
Case Study n°08

The Jurassic Coast UNESCO World Heritage Site

The Jurassic Coast is unique in the UK family of UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 

Not only is it England’s only natural World Heritage site, it also covers 95 miles of 

beautiful coastline and boasts a richness unparalleled in the country of fossils 

and other geological features. How do you protect, conserve and present a site 

of this size and nature for present and future generations?

The Jurassic Coast Trust, the independent charity wholly responsible for the 

site, sees it as a joint endeavour. The Trust’s Learning Framework states ‘At the 

heart of our work is a belief that the Jurassic Coast is ultimately best looked 

after by the people who visit it, use it and love it. Therefore, our focus is always 

as much upon the people and communities of our World Heritage Site as it is 

upon the rocks, landscapes and fossils.’112

This belief is embedded in the site’s partnership plan which outlines a clear 

set of responsible, inclusive and sustainable goals and objectives, particularly 

influenced by Articles 4, 5 and 27 of the UNESCO World Heritage Convention.113 

These articles encourage the site to make it their ‘duty’ to protect, preserve 

and present its heritage (Article 4), to ‘strengthen the appreciation and respect 

by the people towards the Jurassic Coast’ (Article 27), to have ‘a function in 

the life of the community and to integrate the protection of that heritage into 

comprehensive planning programmes’ (Article 5). 114

112    Khatwa, A. (2018). The Jurassic Journey. A Learning Framework for the Jurassic Coast.

113    Dorset Council. (2019). Dorset and East Devon Coast World Heritage Site Management Plan 2014-2019. Retrieved from 

https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/ecSDDisplay.aspx?NAME=SD335&ID=335&RPID=0 p.32

114    Dorset Council. (2019). Dorset and East Devon Coast World Heritage Site Management Plan 2014-2019. Retrieved from 

https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/ecSDDisplay.aspx?NAME=SD335&ID=335&RPID=0 p.32
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“What we’re really proud of, and we do this a 
lot, we are constantly talking about our global 
position in this World Heritage family because I 
think that’s one of the key inspirational aspects 
of the work that we do. That we are part of this 
huge global family of World Heritage Sites that 
celebrate these outstanding features, natural 
or cultural; it is a very powerful concept that 
these values transcend national and political 
boundaries. I think building these ideas into the 
content that we do just adds a different facet 
to our work. It actually lifts it and it puts it into a 
completely different arena from other protected 
landscapes like national parks or AONBs.” 115 

Anjana Khatwa, Programme Manager, Learning at the Jurassic Coast Trust

As an umbrella organisation, the Jurassic Coast Trust works with local 

communities and organisations. A detailed Learning Framework and Storybook 

set out the Trust’s wider education strategy and guidelines for both the site 

and its partners to practise and communicate its core values effectively while 

transforming its visitors into advocates and champions.116

115    Khatwa, A. (2019). Wider Value of UNESCO to the UK 2019 Report. United Kingdom Commission for UNESCO interview. 

Phone Call. London

116    Khatwa Ford, 2019. Resonance in Rocks: Building a sustainable learning and engagement programme for the Jurassic 

Coast. Proceedings of the Geologists’ Association 130 (2019) 507–521, p.1 Anjana KhatwaFord, article, p.1.
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“We will use our learning framework to ensure 

that our work is strategic, user focused 

and sustainable. If we have followed these 

guidelines, then the future will mean a financially 

sustainable Jurassic Coast Trust that is 

supported by a network of dedicated schools 

and teachers, community groups, volunteers 

and businesses that share our vision for this 

extraordinary site.” 

 Anjana Khatwa, Programme Manager, Learning at the Jurassic Coast Trust

117    Khatwa, A. (2019). Wider Value of UNESCO to the UK 2019 Report. United Kingdom Commission for UNESCO interview. 

Phone Call. London.

118    Anjana Khatwa Ford, ‘Resonance in Rocks,’ article, p.1. https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/

S0016787818301524

119    Khatwa, A. (2019). Wider Value of UNESCO to the UK 2019 Report. United Kingdom Commission for UNESCO interview. 
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120    Anjana Khatwa Ford, ‘Resonance in rocks,’ article, p.14. 

121    Anjana Khatwa Ford, ‘Resonance in rocks,’ article, p.15. 
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