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BIOCULTURAL HERITAGE AND
LANDSCAPES: LINKING NATURE AND
CULTURE

Brief Report from the UK National Commission for UNESCO and
PRAXIS at the University of Leeds. Session held on Tuesday 23rd
February, 2021

This session focused on biocultural heritage and cultural landscapes, holistic
and integrated concepts which exemplify the interdependency between
humanity and nature. Over 400 participants reflected on the role of such
heritage in promoting sustainable development and in addressing a variety
of the United Nations (UN) Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). A great
variety of insights and practical examples were provided by participants

coming from over 30 countries.

KEY INSIGHTS

ONE. Natural and cultural heritage are inseparable and
interdependent. Dividing them is artificial and counterproductive
for promoting sustainable development.

This disconnected approach, common in many countries, has often resulted
in separate policies for natural and cultural heritage protection, conservation,
and management across different government departments, institutions, and

actors.

TWO. Indigenous Peoples’ and local communities’ knowledge
and expertise provide alternative paradigms for sustainable
development.

Rooted in recognition of culture-nature interdependencies and holistic world
views and approaches, the knowledge and practices of Indigenous Peoples
and local communities can and do contribute significantly to, for example,
ensuring food security, nurturing biodiversity, maintaining the integrity of
ecosystems, and cutting CO2 emissions.



ECOMMENDATIONS FOR RESEARCH, POLICY, AND
PRACTICE

ONE. Natural and cultural heritage are inseparable and interdependent. Dividing them
is artificial and counterproductive for promoting sustainable development.

* Recognise the interconnected dynamics between nature-culture elements and the
importance that multifaceted forms of heritage play in connecting social and cultural issues to
environmental concerns. This applies in all environments - urban, rural, and natural.

* Promote virtuous circles and strengthen the interconnections between cultural and
natural heritage in policy and practice. Foster integrated, cross-sectoral, and collaborative work
between different government departments, institutions, and actors. Define, implement, and monitor
combined policies and practices for cultural and natural heritage conservation and sustainable
development.

* Conduct interdisciplinary research to further understand culture-nature dynamics, showing the
interlinkages, but also specific peculiarities related to natural and cultural heritage.

* Collect and share case studies and examples of landscape/holistic approaches to heritage
management and learn from both their successes and their limitations.

* Encourage and strengthen co-production and exchange between academics, practitioners,
policymakers, Indigenous Peoples, and local communities to define and implement more holistic
and participatory approaches in various regions worldwide. Provide information, guidance, and
frameworks for implementing more holistic and integrated approaches to cultural and natural heritage
conservation, management, and sustainable development. Incorporate guidelines into multi-level
government policies.

TWO. Indigenous Peoples’ and local communities’ knowledge and expertise provide
alternative paradigms for sustainable development.

* Learn from the experience and holistic world views of Indigenous Peoples and promote
approaches able to reconnect people with nature and bridge the nature-culture divide. Promote the
recognition and adoption of more holistic concepts like ‘biocultural heritage’ comprising traditional
knowledge, biodiversity, landscapes, cultural and spiritual values, customary laws, and languages.

* Harness the potential of Indigenous Peoples’ and local communities’ traditional knowledge
and skills in biocultural heritage and landscape conservation and management efforts and also in
policy development. Use modern technologies to complement traditional knowledge and practices.

* Engage with the diversity of local experiences and explore how to address North-South differences,
particularly where people have been displaced from their cultural homelands.

* Encourage the use of creative and arts-based methods to understand different narratives and
intangible heritage values, connect communities with their memories and experiences, and promote
community engagement and resilience.

* Foster participation, local leadership, and advocacy. Give Indigenous Peoples and local
communities, including farmers and fishermen, a central role in the decision-making process. Adopt
and implement inclusive governance models.



KEY ISSUES KEY CHALLENGES

1. Culture-nature interdependence is often

overlooked, including in the SDGs framework 1.LOSS OF

2. Approximately a quarter of the global land area is BIODIVERSITY

traditionally owned, managed, used, or occupied by

Indigenous Peoples 2.DEGRADATION OF
ECOSYSTEMS

3. Biodiversity is declining less rapidly on lands
managed by Indigenous Peoples

4. Land rights for Indigenous Peoples and local 3.CLIMATE CRISIS
communities are urgent: in 2020 alone, 212 land

and environmental activists and defenders were 4.LOSS OF LIVELIHOODS
killed

5. Community participation and leadership remain 5 FOOD INSECURITY

challenges in practice and require stronger

policy support in order to promote more holistic,
sustainable, and equitable natural and cultural 6.EXCLUSION AND
heritage conservation. MARGINALISATION




CASE STUDIES |

CULTIVATING SUSTAINABLE FUTURES BY PROTECTING AND
ENHANCING NATURAL AND CULTURAL HERITAGE.

Cultural heritage and narratives shape our landscapes and influence discourse and
action related to environmental sustainability. Some of the collaborative research
carried out at the Centre for Mountain Studies seeks to understand how the
integration of natural and cultural heritage can support community driven sustainable
development. The SHAPE project (funded by the Northern Periphery & Arctic

Programme) developed sustainable ecotourism initiatives that address sustainability

challenges in peripheral rural areas. This project used the concept of virtuous circles
where natural and cultural assets are valued, preserved, and enhanced to develop
sustainable tourism initiatives that in turn positively influence the underpinning
assets. For example, the research demonstrated the multi-faceted value of local assets
such as wool products and the heritage of river systems to visitors, communities, and
local businesses. The focus of the project was on high quality community engagement
and the value of co-construction processes where researchers develop all aspects of
research in partnership with communities to co-produce processes and outcomes that
meet community needs and priorities. This approach is being used in the CULTIVATE
project to understand the role of cultural narratives in socio-ecological systems and to

generate a creative deliberative space to reshape narratives that address environmental

challenges in landscapes rich in cultural and natural heritage.

PANORAMA NATURE-CULTURE THEMATIC COMMUNITY.
SHARING PRACTICES AND LEARNING FROM HERITAGE PLACES.

PANORAMA Nature-Culture is an online platform that documents practices
interconnecting natural and cultural heritage sectors and embeds heritage in
the larger sustainable development framework. This project started from the
understanding that the implementation of the World Heritage Convention
and national heritage administrations have often followed a nature-culture
divide, also reflected in disciplinary and sectoral backgrounds of professionals
working in heritage conservation, which does not necessarily exist at local level.
This has brought misunderstandings in the application of the Convention
in places where policy needs to adapt to local realities and be built with
bottom-up collaboration. In order to understand heritage in a more holistic

manner, interdisciplinary research and cross-sectoral exchange are necessary.
For this, there is a need to collect evidence. PANORAMA Nature-Culture
brought in the cultural aspects within the nature-focused PANORAMA
platform, highlighting the role of culture in sustainable development, and the
interlinkages between natural and cultural diversity. More than 240 of 834 case
studies called “solutions” already published were identified as having a cultural
component that was not acknowledged, showing that culture does indeed play
a role in sustainable development endeavours. Two new filters (culture and
local actors) were added to the existing ones, enabling users to highlight the
cultural component involved in these 240 solutions. As a result, PANORAMA
Nature-Culture enables peer-learning by connecting practitioners, researchers,

and decision-makers, and provides evidence for policymaking.



https://panorama.solutions/en/portal/nature-culture
https://www.shapingecotourism.eu/
https://www.heritageresearch-hub.eu/result-call-jpi-ch-cultural-heritage-identities-perspectives-responding-to-changing-societies/
https://www.heritageresearch-hub.eu/result-call-jpi-ch-cultural-heritage-identities-perspectives-responding-to-changing-societies/
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